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RUSSIA'S USE OF CAM RANH BAY IN
_ VIETNAM AS SUBMARINE BASE

* (Mr; SKELTON asked and was given
permission to address’ the House .for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) - .
Mr. SKELTON Mr. Speaker the re~
. cent. newspaper. article (Washington '
Post, May 10, 1979) reporting the So-
i viet use of Vietnam'’s Cam Ranh Bay as .
& submarine base is most disturbing. Cam
Ranh Bay, you remember, is the deep-.
water port that the Americans built into
. & modern and well equipped harbor for
our use during the Vietnam conflict. The -
spy satellite pictures that confirm Rus-
_sian subs using the port is an indication
‘that the Soviets are widening their use
of Vietnam as a military base. This fact
is disturbing to us, as well as to other na-_|
_tions, including Japan. Cam Ranh Bay is .
a logical stopover point for Russian subs

‘traveling to the Indian Ocean from the
¢ major US.SR. submarine base at Vladx-
i vostok. R 2 S akies TV - Yo RS L
You wﬂl.recall that in August .of 1a.st
; year, I was one of eight Members of Con- |
, Bress who .went .to Vietriam concerning
the POW and MIA issues.-While there,
! we had extensivetalks with.leaders :of
. the Vietnamese Government. Being con-
. cerned about the possible military use of«
* Cam Ranh Bay, several of us asked ques-;
tions about the use ¢f this port by Rus-
sia. We were told emphatically that there 1
*,was- no Soviet use of Cam Ranh Bay.
* whatsoever. When we asked if some of
us could go there and observe it, permis-
sion was refused, being told that the Rus-
sians were not using it, snd that “it is a
matter of trust.” I well remember then
; being told that it was their intention to
" not be dominated by Russia, China, or
. any other nation, but that they intended.
. to .remain an ‘independent and sover-
1

1 eign” country. We were also -told that if-
I they did not need & Soviet base 11 Viet-
- pam “during the war with the  United
States » they certalnly“did not “need one
" now.” Our committee report, €ubmitted.
by Chairman G. V. MoNTGOMERY &nd the
. delegation stated as follows? - - A

..."’4-

f

l

' “Vietnamese officials :as to whether ‘there are’

H Soviet . bases .at Haiphong and - -Cam Raph

- ‘Bay. The officials Teplted _directly ;and em-
.. Phatically "that_there are no Soviet bases at
 Oam Ranh Bay or elsewhere in Vietnam and
and that there are no plans for any in t.hez
future. They pointed out that at no time had
they permitted foreign bases in their terri-

~ tory during the period of the war and, that. *
now the war is ‘over and they have their in-
* dependence and have weapons, there is no
- need 'to -have ‘such ‘foreign bases In t.helr
territory. i%°, FUT.C L i ’

H
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‘The committed requested to :go to 'Dam

. Ranh Bay but were-not permitted to do-so.

" However, from relisble sources it seems that

! Russian forces have not-occupied Cam Ranh
,or Kaiphong Atee aaearh B 1

¢+ ‘Two quwtions arise now, n lightof the | «
¢ findings of the American spy satellite: . *

“»Fu'st Did the Vietnamese leaders mis- -
leaa us about Cam Ranh Bay when they
--said the Soviets were not using it? or . ,
- Second. Why hag Vietnam changed its |
.policy by.allowing -Russian *submarines
Yo use this deepwater port?

“Would those of us who wanted to go to

Cam Ranh Bay have seen something that :
+the Vietnamese did not ‘want us to see? !
‘Would- we ‘have encountered Russians?a
}Would we have seen construction and ,

other preparation for use of the base by
i Soviet subs? - - * .

Mr, Speaker, we Amerlca.ns should “be §
concerned over this report. We should be | .
concerned because it shows that elither
the Vietnamese Government misled us
Congressmen, or that the Vietnamese
Government has changed its policy of

- not allowing foreign countries, such 8s
Russia, to have military bases there..Jd
either case, the matter is most serious.4

. 7 With the SALT. agreement with Rus-"
sian imminent, we should see an example

; " of restraint by .the’U.S.o.R of its bulging
! military- expansion--but we .se¢ con~ H

’ tinued and new.growih now in Southeast :

;Asia. -During - ‘this - time, - our €y2s are

i mostly. focused on Russias military cd-

P pabmty in Europe, ‘but we must ‘now look

L

5

resentatives. .

¥ This -also. poses, a"'most serjous threat 10

‘.namese Government allowing a foreign

. »,.},N aﬂu’,t M.-A&’m\'j‘ 4: PR
P T

closer toRussi&s capability in the "Far. b
.East, as it concerns us. Soviet: submarines ¢

can now, by operating out of Cam Ranhg
| Bay, easily shadow American sships and §

aircraft carriers in the Indian. Ocean.‘i

o

Japan’s Mideastmn lifeline, which de-7:
. livers most’ qf the 011 meeded by that}

.t
f ~ 5%

it a}z.n":.}« 5

-~

In my opinion. the’ :recent uncovering
‘.of Russia using ' Viebnams Cam Ranh
Bay. as 8 sub base is amn.jor discovery |
that cannot and should notde overlooked
by this country, by this- Congress. or by
“our President. Its signiﬁcance shows,

- the very least, an about-face of the Vxe

base to_be established for the first time.
It also shows Russia ’s intentions to push
1ts military presence on:ail fronts.. -

Mr Speaker, we. should be concemed
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} SUBMARINES, From A1

presence in Asia.

Sources said it is too early to predict how Soviet
Submarines will use.Cam Ranh Bay. One theory is
that it wiil become a stopover point for changing
crews nna resupplying the submarines in trips be-
ween Viadivostok, a major port for'the Soviet Pa-
cific flecy, and the Indian Ocean, -

The Indian Ocean is growing in strategic signifi-
cance because it is the access route 1o the oil-rich
Persian Gull. The U.S. and Soviet navies have been
. rotating tusk forces in and out of the Indian Ocean

lately. i | e
One Jinely mission of the Foxtrot submarine, once
i it reaches the Indian Qcean, is to shadow the Ameri-

. can aircraft carrier sailing with the U.S. naval task’

i force.
! U.S. Navy strategists have long regarded Viadi-
| vostok, un the Sea of Japan, as a port they could

|

At least one diesel-powereq submarine of tl'xe Soviets’ Foxtrot class, such as the one shown above,
I Sover Use of Base - Coree=
L oVVLCe USE 0L D888 SIS QLICeCr

would threaten Japah's lifeline, Is sux:e to heighten ...
+ Japanese fears about the growing Russian military"

—

.

bottle up easily if war came. But Cam Ranh 'Bay as

a major Soviet military port would raise a whole’

new set ol problems, according to Navy leaders.
Last month, the Japanese government went pub-

in and out of Vietnam. Two Bears were spotted on
the ground at Da Nang airfield, a major base for -

. U.S. warplanes. during the Vietnam war. .

-Earlier, U.S. intelligence had reported that the..
Soviets were increasing the number of surface
ships stationed off Vietnam. and using Cam Ranh
Bay as a port. T : . L

The enlarged Soviet-presence in Vietnam may Be
designed to scare off China or at leasl signal the
worid that Moscow intends to stand by Hanoi in its
conflicts with Peking. . '

The United States has no legal right to object to
Soviet use-of Vietnamese territory, military leaders.
concede, hut'the presence is infuriating to some

U.S. ofticels in light of all the American blood and -

treasure spent there during the Vietnam war.

Vietnam is also shaping up as a launching site for reconnaissance missins flown by Soviet TU95 Bear Bombers,

P n o W e e —m—— o~ g
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. lie with its suspicions that Soviet TU95D Bear R
‘Bombers cquipped for reconnaissance were flying .

.

-

has been photographed sailing in and out of Cam

U.8 Navy Photo |
Ranh Bay. . ’

Lt

Bv Richard Furno—The Washington Poad
Pirospective route of Soviet submarines.

*
U.S Navy Photo

such as the one shown above,
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